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conduction forth of an excitation from a general centre 
to a special location or place. 

The direction in the first instance, is in the central 
organism manifold and comparatively diffused ; the 
latter a simple, and distinctly exact, and for this reason 
more sensitive towards lesions, or expressed psychologi¬ 
cally, the path of these associations from special to gen¬ 
eral actions is the more frequently taken and more easily 
definable ; the path from the general to special tenden¬ 
cies the more rare and more difficult to diagnose, which 
by disturbances becomes much more hard to follow and 
to find. 

The details of the case are in accord with the well 
known facts that the automatic functions of the brain are 
lost before the conscious. 

As an illustration of how in certain cases the auto¬ 
matic functions may be preponderatingly disturbed, the 
writer cites the following case from Deleuze, who wrote 
on animal magnetism : A woman had a right sided hemi¬ 
plegia. Intelligence was entirely preserved, but the dis¬ 
turbance of speech manifested itself in complete akata- 
phasia and agrammatism. J. C. 

Bacteriological Examination of the Spinal 
Cord and Nerves in Syringamyelia. —Prof. Pitres 
and Dr. Sabrazes (Arch. Clin.de Bordeaux, May, 1893 ; The 
Medical Week, Paris, September 8, 1893), controvert the 
theory that syringamyelia is a form of leprosy, by 
a bacteriological examination, in none of which was 
Hansen’s bacillus (the bacillus of leprosy) found. In the 
first case, a piece of nerve excised from an area of 
diminished sensibility, under the microscope showed 
the ordinary appearance of neuritis, but no bacilli. In 
the second case, an examination of the cord, showing 
typical appearances of syringamyelia, failed to show 
bacilli. The cord in the third case, likewise typical, no 
trace of bacilli could be detected. The authors con¬ 
clude, from the, results of these examinations, that an 
analogy may, and does exist, in some cases, between the 
symptoms of these affections, other than that they are 
two distinct morbid entities. F. P. N. 

Problems in the Pathology and Treatment of 
Inebriety, or national Cure of the Drink 
Habit. —Dr. J. G. Reed, Cincinnati (Western Medical Re¬ 
porter, January, 1893). 

Alcoholic craving comes from shock, produced by a 
morbid chemical process of nutrition, tending to destroy 
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co-ordination of the energies, and producing, through 
ever so slight an intelligence of the effect of stimulant 
drink, an impulse that determines to drink. Alcohol 
responds to this impulse by supplying energy. Food 
only stops craving during digestion. Women are less 
devoted to alcoholism than men, by reason of their nature 
to rely on others. In seeking greater liberty, she breaks 
her feminine inheritance, and is exposed to changes 
producing alcoholism. Chemical evidences sustain these 
views. To treat successfully requires elements destined 
to harmonize and vitalize discordant conditions. Sthenic 
and asthenic cases require opposite treatments. We 
must allay nervousness and sustain strength, while the 
alcohol in the system is eliminated. Then food, light, 
air, water and sleep will be necessary. Treat cases sci¬ 
entifically and on their merits. Alcoholic cases rapidly 
disappear by uniform treatment. F. P. N. 

The Morbid Anatomy of Acromegaly .—Squance 
{British Medical Journal, No. 1714, p. 993)- The writer re¬ 
ports a case of acromegaly in a woman, 35 years old, who 
had complained of intense neuralgic pains through the 
temples and the top of the head, and also shooting pains 
at the back of the neck, accompanied by .general languor 
and inability to apply herself to any prolonged occupa¬ 
tion. Her memory was defective and her articulation 
slow and deliberate. There was no impairment of vision. 
The hands, the feet, the malar bones, and the maxillae 
were enlarged. Diabetes developed, and, later on, pul¬ 
monary tuberculosis, to which the woman ultimately 
succumbed. Only a partial post-mortem examination 
was permitted. The head was increased in size, the face 
elongated; the malar bones were enlarged and prom¬ 
inent ; the superior and inferior maxillae were consider¬ 
ably hypertrophied, though the lower jaw did not pro¬ 
ject in advance of the upper. The eyelids were thick¬ 
ened and the supra-orbital ridges enlarged. The nostrils 
were considerably increased in size and very broad, and 
the ears were greatly hypertrophied. The hair was scanty 
and coarse, and the skin harsh and rough in appearance. 
The hands'and feet were symmetrically enlarged; the 
nails were broad and the big toes large in proportion. 
The shafts of the long bones were not only considerably 
thickened, but they were also roughened, approximating 
the male type. The thorax was considerably enlarged, 
especially in the upper part; the ribs were uniformly 
hypertrophied, as were also the clavicles. In the lower 



